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Dear Residents,

I am happy to share with you 
some of the latest news and 
updates for Scarborough 
Southwest.

Every year, when I sit down 
to write my message, I am 
always amazed at what a 
difference a year can make. As 
this newsletter was going to 
design, I was excited to look 
at what the next 12 months 
will offer as we emerge from a 
global pandemic.

I was eager to talk about 
all of the ways we can meet 
and gather in person again; 
about all of the events and 
celebrations that can resume 
again; about the promise to 
return to some semblance 
of normal, again. Yet, just as 
it was going to print, things 
changed, again, with the 
presentation of a new COVID 
variant.

I am not worried. In the days 
and weeks ahead, I assure 
you that the City will continue 
with its constant vigilance 
and provide the same sound, 
informed guidance and 
resources that have 
made it possible for us 
all to emerge from the 
pandemic and stay safe.

I am inspired – by the 
strength, sacrifice, 
resiliency, and so much 
more, that we all have 
experienced over the 
past 21 months. In 
the face of what for 
many has been a time 
of unprecedented 
change, the people 
in Scarborough 
Southwest have been 
able to stay connected 
and support each other 
in the most creative, 
responsive and heroic 
ways.

As you turn the page you will 
see that by working together 
and alongside one another, our 
community is achieving great 
things, even amidst a pandemic. 
From getting vaccinated to 
keep those we know and those 
we don’t safe, to opening 
one of the City’s very first 
Supportive Modular Housing 
developments. From a powerful 
land dedication ceremony 
to prepare for the Thunder 
Woman Healing Lodge’s new 
home, to renovating a dynamic 
new library. From moving 
forward within the process for 
two Housing Now affordable 
housing developments, to 
improving road safety with 
speed cameras, new traffic lights 
and VisionZero. From coming 
together to discuss solutions 
to address barriers to accessing 
food, to opening SSW’s first, 
urban farm as part of a larger 
food security solution.

Now, as I look towards the next 
12 months, there is no doubt 
that work and improvements 
need to continue. For me, my 
priorities as your representative 
come from you telling me how 
your day-to-day lives can be 

improved through my powers in municipal government. 
My priorities have also been influenced by issues acutely 
highlighted and worsened by the pandemic:

4 Taking care of the most vulnerable the elderly, with more 
specialized care, and those experiencing marginalization in 
its many forms through the provision of opportunities and 
resources.

4 Safety, both on our roads and in our communities.

4 Development, and finding a way to manage both the 
tremendous amount and nature of the applications, in order 
to strike a balance, with liveable solutions that preserve the 
integrity of our communities.

One of the most important lessons is that when a community 
gets together and organizes it becomes not only a support 
network but a powerful agent of change. 

To all of the residents in Scarborough Southwest, thank 
you for opening up your hearts, your minds and standing 
Scarborough proud. 

#ShowLoveTO at Oakridge Park
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GETTING OUT & STAYING IN TOUCH
Getting back out to meet and speak with residents at events has been incredible. Although I do look forward to 
restrictions  continuing to ease, that can only happen with the proper diligence and attention, by following Toronto 
Public Health recommendations and guidelines and using common sense to keep yourself and those around you safe. 
Here is a glimpse of what has been happening in Ward 20, as permitted, throughout these past months with both photos 
and updates to keep you informed.

Celebrating the 95th anniversary of  
Oakridge Legion, Branch 73 on October 23rd 

Marking the 100th Anniversary of the 
poppy at Royal Canadian Legion Branch 

13’s Remembrance Day service with 
Mayor Tory and Birch Cliff PS students

Councillor Crawford’s Summer Compost 
Pick-Up at Prairie Park, Oakridge Park, 

Birchmount CC & McCowan District Park

In my element at ARTivating Our Ravine in 
Warden Woods Park organized by Danforth 

Gardens Neighbourhood Association

Back again! Rosetta McClain Gardens’ 
Song Circle led by SBCA’s Hector Catre 

Back again, Pumpkin Parades showcasing creativity & 
fun at Oakridge and Sandown parks

Councillor Crawford’s annual 
Thanksgiving food drive in partnership 

with Feed Scarborough

Bill Stephens’ Track Dedication at 
Birchmount Stadium honouring an iconic 

Scarborough Track & Field coach

Thank you to Fire Services 
& City Staff who worked 

around the clock to repair the 
Blantyre Pool during a heat 
wave filling it in 35 minutes, 

instead of two days!

The new International 
Mother Language Day 

monument in Dentonia 
Park symbolizing the 

importance of cultural 
and linguistic diversity for 

sustainable cities

Coffee with the Councillor at Ethio Natural 
Coffee in Oakridge

Thrilled to host the first in-person community 
consultation meeting since the Pandemic

Thunder Woman Healing Lodge
In September, I joined the Giving Thanks to our Mother Earth celebration marking the land reclamation, 
and breaking ground for the new Thunder Woman Healing Lodge.

The healing lodge will be the first of its kind 
in Ontario and will serve as a safe place for 
Indigenous women to heal, reclaim positive 
cultural identity and rehabilitate and seek 
wellness.

We look forward to welcoming our new 
residents, and are grateful for the opportunity 
to play a role in this very important vision.

Albert Campbell 
District Branch Library Dynamic Renovation
In spring 2022, Toronto Public Library staff is looking forward to re-opening its doors to the community 
since its closure for construction in September 2019.  This $21 million renovation renews and expands 
the interior of the 26,000 sq ft library space. The design, developed by architectural consultants LGA, has 
uncovered the hidden potential in the existing 1970 
building using the same footprint to create new, 
accessible spaces including:

 ● enhanced children’s area on the main floor
 ● larger space for youth on the second floor
 ● new Digital Innovation Hub with a range of 

digital technology including a small audio / 
video production rooms

 ● accessible auditorium with washroom and 
access to natural light make it an inviting 
space

 ● outdoor patio area accessible from the 3rd 
floor is being reopened to the public

Other features include a smaller program room on the second floor built for smudging and an entry garden 
featuring native species, a medicine wheel, a program space and a mural all designed in collaboration with 
the indigineous community.

Brimley Road Reconstruction
The Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA), in partnership with the City of Toronto, has 
completed the 60% detailed design phase for the Brimley Road South Multi-Use Trail Project, as part of 
the Scarborough Waterfront Project’s (SWP) West Segment (Bluffer’s Park to Meadowcliffe). The Project 
will involve implementation of a fully curbed, illuminated and paved multi-use trail along the east side of 
Brimley Road South, starting at Barkdene Hills and continuing into Bluffer’s Park. 

The design process is scheduled for completion in early 2022, with an anticipated construction start 
date targeted for Fall 2022. Construction timelines continue to be refined through the detailed design 
process in consultation with the City to ensure appropriate windows are established to minimize access 
impacts to Bluffer’s Park users during peak season, while also ensuring efficiency to minimize impacts to 
surrounding residents. TRCA and the City held a virtual Public Open House event in December to provide 
a project update and present an overview of the current Brimley Road South multi-use trail design. Project 
information is available online at https://trca.ca/swp.

Development  
in Ward 20
Toronto is growing and it is growing fast. With 
estimates of 1 million new residents arriving in the 
City between 2020 and 2030, over 50% of whom 
are projected to be residents from Ontario moving 
into the City, there is a vital need to create more 
housing options including senior, supportive and 
affordable as well as market rate housing stock to 
meet this demand. 

Scarborough Southwest, as in other areas of the City, is also experiencing an increase in development 
applications both large and small seeking intensification. While the application goes through the 
process many elements must be considered, especially within the Provincial Policy framework that 
guides municipalities on land use planning. Regardless, my focus is on bringing voices together – from 
the community, the City as well as the developer to create the best and balanced solutions for liveable 
and vibrant communities. I will continue not only to host extensive community consultations above and 
beyond what is required, but also provide more information meetings to residents of Ward 20 around the 
Planning Process and Committee of Adjustment process in 2022.

Housing Now – 705 Warden Avenue and 777 Victoria Park Avenue
Development partners have been selected for Ward 20’s two Housing Now sites that will provide a mix of 
market and affordable rental units built on City-owned properties. These affordable homes will provide a 
range of housing options for a variety of incomes and needs to Toronto residents working in professions 
such as early childhood educators, construction labourers, or registered practical nurses. 

Following an extensive RFP process 705 Warden Avenue has been awarded to Greenwin Holdings Inc. and KingSett 
Affordable Housing LP. The development will include the expansion of Warden Hilltop Park, the renaturalization of land 
adjacent to Taylor Massey Creek, new public streets, improvements to the public realm, additional retail space as well 
as a new child care centre.

777 Victoria Park Avenue has been awarded to Alterra Group of Companies and Mahogany Management. The 
development will also deliver a new child care centre, retail and community space, new publicly accessible open space 
as well as improvements to the public realm.

Across these two Housing Now sites, the developer partners will build more than 1,100 new rental homes, of which 
nearly 530 will be affordable.

I look forward to hosting future community meetings with City planning and the development partners as their site plan 
applications are submitted for City review and analysis.

3650 Danforth Avenue
In May 2021 STACK, a digital infrastructure leader announced that they will be expanding for the first 
time into Canada through a partnership with First Gulf to develop a new data centre in Toronto on the 
19 acre site at 3650 Danforth Avenue, formerly home to Eli Lilly. Immediate capacity will be ready mid-
2022 with future expansion, as well. This will be a great investment in the City’s digital infrastructure. 
This investment in the region’s digital infrastructure to power the City and its business community is 
great news. Increased technology access, development and jobs are critical to Toronto’s growth, this 
investment being an excellent use of this expansive site. 

411 Victoria Park and the Quarry Lands
This year, students from 
grades 1 and 2, 4, 5 and 
8 from Blantyre Public 
S c h o o l ,  p a r t i c i p ate d 
in a child-friendly park 
consultation working 
closely with Evergreen. 
Students  were asked 
to imagine, design and 
develop their dream park 
to be located within the 
new community being 
developed by Diamond 
Kilmer at 411 Victoria Park 
Avenue.

Evergreen engaged and 
helped the participants 
bring their ideas forward 
through workshops that 
encouraged consideration 
for all stakeholders and 
identif ication of what 
m a k e s  a  p a r k  m o r e 
inclusive and accessible 
for everyone. 

Looking to be inspired? 
Check out evergreen.ca/
our-projects/birch-cliff-
quarry-lands/ and follow 
the link to the YouTube video to see the thoughtful ideas expressed that will definitely be considered 
as detailed planning and design for this new park advance. It was incredible to hear from student 
representatives from Blantyre PS at the June 2021 Scarborough Community Council who presented their 
ideas with all of the skill and professionalism, of perhaps, future planners. We could only be so lucky!

Toronto’s First Supportive Modular Housing
I n  D e c e m b e r  2 02 0 , 
Scarborough Southwest 
welcomed new residents 
to  i t s  f i r s t  m o dular 
housing site at 11 Macey 
Avenue in  Oak r idge 
in the middle of the 
pandemic.

The process took a mere 
e i g h t  m o n t h s  f r o m 
Counci l  approval  to 
occupancy – a timeline 
that was supported by 
full Council to address 
the housing crisis here in 
the City of Toronto and 
as part of the Housing TO 
2020-2030 Action Plan 
that includes creating 
1,000 new modular homes in Toronto to provide a rapid 
and dignified response to connect people experiencing 
homelessness with HOMES & SUPPORT to help them 
achieve housing stability.

Thanks to the community, program provision and support 
by The Neighbourhood group & COTA, the Community 
Liaison Committee and TPS, a year later 11 Macey is a model of excellence.

Finally, this past September, we were able to celebrate in person with a Meet & Greet with residents, 
staff, the community Mayor Tory, Deputy Mayor Ana Bailão and Councillor Brad Bradford. I was thrilled 
to be able to share a piece of my art with residents and get to know everyone at 11 Macey even a little 
bit better.

Virtual Information Sessions  
for the community with City Staff 
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My role as your elected representative is to help you navigate City Hall – 
whether it is to resolve an issue or concern, provide information on how to 
get a permit or to ensure that your voice is being heard regarding feedback 
on how Scarborough Southwest and the City can improve. 

We speak with City staff in divisions across the City every single day to make 
sure that we get the right information to you. 

In this section, you will find information and answers to the most frequent 
issues and concerns from across Scarborough Southwest.

Transportation Services
A significant amount of the inquiries my office receives falls under what seems 
to be the massive umbrella of Transportation Services, a City division that 
constructs and manages the transportation infrastructure within the public 
right-of-way, including the public realm, sidewalks and roads.

Transportation Division Responsibilities
 ● seasonal and year-round maintenance activities (e.g., road repair, snow 

clearing, salting, potholes, sidewalk maintenance, grass cutting, street 
sweeping, etc.)

 ● traffic planning and right-of-way enforcement and management
 ● on-street parking, construction and event permits
 ● neighbourhood improvements, street furniture and graffiti management 

programs
 ● infrastructure and cycling planning, management and programming
 ● road safety, traffic signals, street signs and pavement markings

Here is a brief Q & A on some of the most frequently asked questions 

Traffic Safety
Q: People speed on our street. Can we get a stop sign?

A: Stop signs are not installed as a speed 
reduction measure. In fact, studies have 
shown they can actually exacerbate 
the problem, with impatient drivers 
speeding up or, ‘burning rubber’ after 
having had to stop. They are installed to 
remedy right of way issues; however our 
office can assist in facilitating a study to 
determine if technical criteria are met.

Q: Can we get speed humps on our 
street?

A: That depends. Here is a basic 
summary of what’s required in order to consider speed humps.

 ● The street must be classified as 
- a local road, with a continuous sidewalk on at least one side of the street 

OR
- as a collector road, and have a continuous sidewalk on both sides of the 

street.
 ● Resident support is required to initiate Transportation study
 ● All warrants and technical criteria in that study must be met
 ● Final step - Council Approval

Please contact my office with any inquiries or requests and we will help you 
with the process. 

On that note, I am pleased to let you know that traffic count studies resumed 
this fall after a lengthy COVID-induced hiatus. Despite the restrictions imposed 
during the pandemic, Ward 20 continued to see progress in the installation and 
implementation of traffic safety measures. 

Since 2019, close to 60 
measures have been 
implemented in the 
ward, including 11 
School Safety Zones 
and 9 Communit y 
Safety Zones

New traffic lights at 
Warden Avenue & 
Seminoff Street

I  wi l l  continue to 
represent the residents 
o f  S c a r b o r o u g h 
S o u t h w e s t  a t 
C i t y  C o u n c i l 
a n d  S c a r b o r o u g h 

Community Council to make changes that count, and I will continue to work with 
Transportation Services and VisionZero staff to find the best solutions to make 
our streets safer.

We can't do it alone. We must also recognize that creating safer streets in the 
City is a partnership and a a shared responsibility with the drivers, pedestrians 
and cyclists who use those streets.

in 2022, I will be hosting Community Safety Meetings across Scarborough 
Southwest to provide important updates and to listen to you and how I, as 
your Councillor can help to feel safer. 

Please continue to reach out to me and my staff with your concerns, questions, 
and suggestions. Your day-to-day experiences, where you live in Scarborough 
Southwest, are most welcome and valued.

Bluffer's Park Management
Thank you to those who contributed through your feedback and suggestions 
on managing the many issues at Bluffer's Park this last summer, your input 
is always invaluable in providing direction on how to move forward. A big 
shout out as well to Toronto Police Service, Transportation Services, Municipal 
Licensing and Standards, Parks, and Solid Waste staff, who worked long hours 
and diligently to help mitigate those issues.

Coyotes
I have received quite a bit of correspondence regarding increased sightings of 
coyotes. 

Coyotes generally do not pose a danger to people, but can pose a danger for 
our pets. They are active during the day and at night, particularly dusk and 
dawn, and help to control rodent and rabbit populations. Coyotes thrive in 

urban areas because of the abundance of food and shelter available. 
They do not hibernate and may be seen more often during winter 
months as they are not hidden by foliage. Coyotes will eat whatever 
food is available such as small mammals and birds, and improperly 
stored garbage.

Please remember these tips:

 ● Never feed coyotes
 ● Do not approach coyotes, their dens or their young
 ● Do not touch coyotes, even if they appear tame, sick or injured
 ● Keep your dog on a leash
 ● If you see a coyote, do not run but make some noise to scare  

 it away
 ● Dispose of garbage and waste before leaving parks

If you see someone feeding a coyote, call 311 and to report a coyote 
sighting call 416-338-PAWS (7297) or e-mail animalservices@
toronto.ca.New traffic lights at Warden Avenue & Seminoff Street

City Cottage, Birch Cliff, 81 Haig Avenue 
Throughout the pandemic, we found ourselves 
becoming more and more frustrated by the 
lack of access to fresh and quality foods in the 
community. After speaking with the residents, 
we decided to take charge on creating a unique 
shopping experience for our neighbours, while 
supporting local entrepreneurs. 

We had been patiently waiting for all the 
condos to come up and hoping that they 
would have retail space but none of them have. 
We’d been living in the area for three years and 
constantly saying that we needed somewhere 
we could just walk to get milk, eggs, fresh 
lettuce, pantry items & a decent cup of coffee. 
City Cottage was born.

Opening during the pandemic was a streamlined & efficient process. From concept to opening 
day, the process took us 2 months working with Gary Crawford & his amazing team. 

That involved a lot of paperwork & approvals along the way and we had NO idea where to 
start. With the education and information we received from Gary’s team, we were able to 
navigate the process properly and quickly.

It has been incredible to hear the positive feedback. We feel very loved by everyone who comes 
in and we feel the same way about them. The community often THANKS US for being open 
which is incredibly humbling. The fact that kids come up to our store to get eggs, bacon & milk 
on a Sunday morning with their parents card to pay (the parents message us first), how could 
we not feel like part of the community? This is what we had when we grew up and I think that 
the community has that again, it is great for everyone!

Without Gary Crawford, Zara & his team, we would likely still be trying to open our doors. 
They were extremely professional, polite and responsive. We thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts for your help and guidance!

- Daniel Naraine

Ethio Natural Coffee, Oakridge, 3224 Danforth Avenue  
I have always wanted to 
own my own business. 
In my search of the right 
neighbourhood since 
2019, I found this retail 
space suitable for my 
coffee shop. This space 
is located in the heart of 
a vibrant community, 
as well as near a school.

C o v i d  p u s h e d  t h e 
o p e n i n g  o f  E t h i o 
Natural Coffee from 
March 2019 to Oct 2021. 
The pandemic made 
th e  o p e ni ng  o f  my 
business very difficult. 
I  was struggling to 
have a stable income 
as everything was on hold. I had invested in imported coffee beans, but 
due to the pandemic I was unable to receive them. It was quite a financial 
challenge for me to sustain myself with no support available.

The community is excellent. They are very supportive and encouraging.

The Councillor hosted a Meet & Greet and it was very successful. A lot of 
people showed up.  As a minority local business owner, I hope for more 
financial and moral support to businesses that revive the community.

We serve the most elegant and natural coffee, and it would be wonderful 
to have the Councillor host his community meet and greet at our coffee 
shop more often.

- Wibu Tesfaye

SUPPORT LOCAL
Against all odds, Scarborough Southwest has welcomed new small businesses that have opened during the pandemic.  
To capture their experiences, we asked about their inspiration, opening during a pandemic and the community’s response. Here’s what they shared. 

I Want to Hear About What Matters to You
Every day, my office helps to address issues big and small, local and City-
wide, to provide you with the most up to date information. 

Thank you for letting me know how I can represent you and contribute 
to making your daily lives better while building a world-class city. I am 
here to find solutions, have difficult conversations and be your advocate, 
in the strongest way possible, within my powers as your municipal 
representative.

Your voice is so important. If you have never reached out to me before, 
please do on any matter with which I can help, as your City Councillor.

4 What's important to you, on your street, in your neighbourhood,  
 in Ward 20, in the City? 

4 What are your concerns? How can my office help you?

Your input and feedback, wherever you live in Scarborough Southwest, 
will help me to do the best job possible not only to improve your part of 
the ward, but for all residents!
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At the City
It has been a bit of a rough ride with 
the uncertainty about the potential 
retroactive budget reduction proposed 
by the Province. This would have forced 
the re-opening of the City’s 2019 
approved budget.  Fortunately, the 
Province didn’t implement the retroactive 
component of their mandate and we are 

moving forward with the budget recommendations that have 
already been approved by Toronto’s City Council.  With that 
being said, we are committed to working with other levels of 
governments to achieve our multi-year budget plans. We are 
already implementing all possible governance changes which 
will improve our efforts to keep life affordable for residents 
and still provide important services. The approved 2019 
Budget ensured no services were cut – remarkable given the 
investments over the last four years and the $56.1 million in new 
investments for key priorities and enhanced services.  
We have added funding to the TTC of 32% over four years, 
and $160 million in poverty reduction strategy initiatives. 
We invested in youth, neighbourhoods, libraries and child 
care subsidies. 
Safety remains a top priority for Ward 20 residents and for 
residents across the city. To that end, we hired more than 300 

streets and in neighbourhoods helping residents.  
There are City-wide initiatives that have outcomes for Ward 20 
residents. The Housing Now initiative, for example, provides 
affordable homes for moderate and middle income families who 
work in the City, but can’t afford to live here. Properties across 

City owned properties in Ward 20. There are proposals for 
705 Warden Avenue and 777 Victoria Park Avenue. The 
model is to create mixed income rental communities at these 
sites. These sites propose 50% for market rate rentals and 50% 
for affordable units. The vacancy rate in Toronto is the lowest 
it’s been in over 16 years and the City is taking action through 
leveraging its own lands. Community consultations have been 
held and Planning has received feedback from area residents.
The Eglinton East Crosstown transit project is also a broader 
initiative that is currently underway in Ward 20.  There have 
been several stakeholder meetings and a local meeting where 
businesses and Metrolinx have discussed the short-term impacts 

certainly be some inconveniences and we are working closely 
with Crosstown project managers to keep the community 
informed.
The City’s Planning Division is undertaking the Golden Mile 
Secondary Plan (GMSP) Study in advance of the opening of the 
Eglinton Crosstown LRT. The intent of this Study is to develop 
a vision and planning framework to guide future development 

proposed and community consultations such as the June 25th 
meeting are essential to the process.

Scarborough leading the way.
Scarborough Civic 
Centre is often a hub 
for round tables when 
we meet with our 
community leaders like 
Suman Roy (left). We 
work together to help 
identify priorities. 

Scarborough 
businesses met at 
Centennial College to 
discuss some of the 
short term impacts and 

the Eglinton Crosstown.

At the May Scarborough Community Council, Mike Ellis and 
organizers of the Robbie International Soccer Tournament 
were presented with a small replica sign for the “Home of the 
Robbie”, made famous in the song “One Week” written and 
performed by Scarborough’s very own Barenaked Ladies.
The sign is close to the hearts of Scarborugh residents who are 
thrilled to have it return to its place at the Birchmount Stadium.

100 Queen Street West
2nd Floor, Suite A11
Toronto  ON  M5H 2N2

Scarborough Civic Centre
150 Borough Drive, 2nd Floor
Scarborough  ON  M1P 4N7

councillor_crawford@toronto.ca • www.councillorcrawford.ca • 416-392-4052

Wishing you and your family
the best this holiday season

Gary Crawford
Councillor, Ward 20

Scarborough Southwest

Please enjoy this expression of my art for the holiday.

Wishing you and your 
family the best this holiday 

season and a very,  
Merry Christmas

Feed Scarborough – Scarborough Food Security Initiative
On Saturday, December 4th,  
I attended My Seat at the Table, 
an art installation presented 
by Scarborough Arts and Feed 
Scarborough. Unveiling of the 
Scarborough sign showcased 
images, for the first time, from 
Scarborough residents showing 
the reality of what poverty and 
hunger look like from their 
perspective. The project was 
created in hopes of giving 
a voice to the communit y 
r a t h e r  t h a n  i n t e r p r e t i n g 
their experience for them. 
The Scarborough Sign Ar t 
Installation will be on the SFSI 
site until March 2022. 

Every time I visit, something new and exciting is happening. I congratulate 
Suman Roy and his entire Feed Scarborough team for bringing all stakeholders 

together to identif y,  collaborate and 
implement innovative solutions to poverty 
reduction through dignified access to food. 

The Urban Farm is a gem for Scarborough 
Southwest, providing a living space where 
clients and residents can connect with the 
land, their culture and each other creating a 
space to celebrate, learn and grow.

Scarborough Southwest, Ward 20

Wishing you and your family
the best this holiday season

Gary Crawford
Councillor, Ward 20

Scarborough Southwest

Please enjoy this expression of my art for the holiday.


